
Exotic Plants 
 Florida's subtropical climate allows for a wonderful selection 
when landscaping your home, but what was planted as a beautiful 
ornamental plant may become very destructive when it escapes 
your yard and invades preserve lands. Examples of plants that are 
causing problems in our area include Brazilian Pepper, Chinese tal-
low, Air Potato Vine, Skunk Vine, Australian Pine, Carrotwood Tree 
and many others. If such species are allowed to grow in yards adja-
cent to a park or preserve, they will inevitably spread into the natu-
ral area. Many of these plants can re-
produce from yard clippings and prun-
ings that are carelessly tossed into the 

woods and quickly become very difficult to eradicate. We ask all 
homeowners, but especially those who live along preserve bounda-
ries, to embrace the wide selection of Florida's native plants in your 
landscaping. As an added benefit these plants are also naturally har-
dier and easier to maintain since they do not come from a different 
environment. 
 Homeowners should take special care to avoid the following 
exotic plants: 
 
           Brazilian Pepper 
 Originally sold for its trademark ornamental berries, Brazilian 

Pepper soon overran local ecosystems. 
Brazilian Pepper grows in such dense 
stands that it easily chokes out all other 
vegetation. Pruning is ineffective, it can 
only be controlled by methodical applica-
tion of herbicides.  
 
Australian Pine 
 Favoring sandy soils and ample 
sunlight, Australian Pine is most common 
in coastal communities and especially along beaches. As their fallen 
needles decompose, a toxin is released into the soil that poisons all 
other plants, even the relentless Brazilian Pepper. 
 
Skunk Vine 
 Deserving of its name, Skunk Vine is notorious for two reasons: 
smelling absolutely horrible and quickly canvassing local vegetation. 
Skunk Vine should be removed immediately upon sight or the home-
owner will soon be overrun by this stinky nuisance. 

Australian Pine along a 
beach above, and a close-

up of the needles and 
seeds below. 

Above, the Florida and Na-
tional distribution of Brazilian 

Pepper. The telltale red  
berries are below. 

Fire Lanes 
 The Tampa Bay area’s natu-
ral lands are periodically burned to 
control undergrowth, revitalize the 
soils, and protect native fire-resistant 
plants from exotics. One critical re-
quirement for this process is the Fire 
Lane. These sandy lanes remove the 
fire’s fuel source and prevent it from 
burning any further. In order to pro-
tect structures adjacent to preserve 
lands, these fire lanes must be kept 
clear at all times. By cluttering up fire 
lanes residents are unintentionally 
endangering their own homes. Sev-
eral situations of common fire lane 
violations follow below: 
 
Yard Waste 
 Yard waste should never be dumped into a fire lane as it compromises the firebreak and pro-
vides the fire a direct path into your yard. Protect yourself and others by keeping these lanes clear! 
 
Debris 
 Residents decide out of sight is out of mind and dispose of construction materials, lumber 
scraps, and other debris over the fence onto preserve lands. 

 
Structures 
 On other preserves where there 
may be no fence line, residents have 
been known to erect structures like 
sheds and swing sets on the fire lanes, 
taking advantage of the cleared areas. 
 
Vehicles / Trailers 
 It may seem convenient to park a 
trailer or spare vehicle in a fire lane, but 
it can become a serious problem when 
a fire crew arrives to conduct a burn 
and the owner cannot be found. 
 
 

In the prescribed burn above the fire lane has clearly stopped the 
progression of the fire and protected the houses visible in the 

background. 

Contact  
Information 

  
 
 

 

For information about the specific 
agency or office responsible for man-
aging a natural area in the Tampa Bay 
region, please contact: 

Wildlife Fellowship, Inc. 
(813) 671-0957 

heathr@wildfellow.org 

This brochure was developed by 
Wildlife Fellowship, Inc., a private, 
non profit, environmental stewardship 
organization, with funding from the 
Tampa Bay Estuary Program and 
the Pinellas County Environmental 
Fund. 

Skunk Vine quickly carpets  
everything in sight. 

L LLI
V

IN
G

IV
IN

G
IV

IN
G

 N  N N
EX

T
EX

T
EX

T 
T  T T

O OO
 N  N N

A
TU

RE
A

TU
RE

A
TU

RE
   

A
 H

A
 H

A
 H

O
M

EO
W

N
ER

O
M

EO
W

N
ER

O
M

EO
W

N
ER

’ ’’S SS 
G  G G

U
ID

E
U

ID
E

U
ID

E   
TO TOTO

 M  M M
IN

IM
IZ

IN
G

IN
IM

IZ
IN

G
IN

IM
IZ

IN
G

   
E EEN NN

V VV
I IIR RR

O OO
N NN

M MM
E EEN NN

T TTA AA
L LL I  

I IM
PA

CT
S

M
PA

CT
S

M
PA

CT
S   


