Tampa Bay Estuary Program:
A Partnership for a Healthy Bay

TBEP is a good return on your investment!
For your annual base funding support
of $32,217 over the past 3 years, TBEP
has leveraged almost $6.2 Million in
additional funding to implement
projects that benefit Tampa Bay.

Return
$6,132,639
(98%)

3-Year
Investment
$96,651
(2%)

TBEP leveraged $63 for
every $1 contributed by
Manatee County!

TBEP Highlights and Accomplishments for 2016
Tampa Bay Seagrasses Continue to Surpass Recovery Goal
Seagrasses in Tampa Bay increased by more than 1,360 acres, or nearly 3.3%, since
2014, adding to the record-breaking gains reported two years ago, according to survey
results. Overall, seagrasses cover 41,655 acres of bay bottom, a number that continues
to surpass the 38,000-acre goal set by TBEP, and sets a new record for the highest
amount of seagrass documented since 1950. However, the aerial surveys that form the
basis of the seagrass estimates were conducted during the winter of 2015-2016 –
before the torrential rains of last summer caused emergency sewer discharges into
portions of the bay.
The seagrass surveys are coordinated by scientists with the Southwest Florida Water
Management District (SWFWMD). Aerial photos are taken every two years in winter,
when bay waters are clearest.
The seagrass assessment is bolstered by
results from monthly water quality
sampling
conducted
by
the
Environmental Protection Commission
of Hillsborough County. All major bay
segments met water quality targets in
2016.
The combination of water quality and
seagrass
information
gives
bay
managers a valuable set of tools to assess the bay’s overall health, tracking long-term
progress in restoring the bay and serving as an early-warning system for potential
problems.

Accomplishments in Manatee County for 2016
Duette Hydrologic Restoration Project
This project restored freshwater wetlands in the Lake Manatee watershed by reestablishing
historical hydrologic conditions of isolated wetlands, streams and creeks. The restoration was
accomplished through creation of ditch blocks and filling of canals in
targeted areas at the preserve. This project improves the functions of
approximately 1,600 acres of habitat for fish and wildlife, particularly
to those wetlands which were previously drained and prepped for
agricultural purposes. Volunteers conducted a native plant
installation and visitors were given a wagon tour after project
completion. Partners included Manatee County, SWFWMD, and TBEP/
TBERF.

Community Mini-Grants Benefit Manatee County
Over the last 3 years TBEP has awarded $62,000 in community improvement Bay Mini-Grants
to benefit Manatee County. Manatee School for the Arts has
been able to provide field trips, an aquaculture tank and
curriculum enhancements such as lectures, videos,
identification guides and hands-on projects to enhance student
knowledge of the Bay. Sales of the Tampa
Bay Estuary specialty license plate fund
the grant program. $1.6 million in sales has
funded 330 community restoration and education projects for Bay
improvement since 2000.

Volunteer and Social Sharing Programs Benefit Manatee
TBEP actively engages community members through its Give-A-Day for the
Bay program, hosting volunteer workdays throughout the Tampa Bay area.
In 2016, volunteers worked at Perico and Robinson Preserves
planting 6,500 native plants and creating 14 tons of oyster
bags used for reefs.
TBEP also recently developed a new social sharing campaign
to foster awareness and stewardship of Tampa Bay. Share a
photo or digital postcard on a popular social media site and show how you
love Tampa Bay.

Thank you for your continued support of this proven partnership
program!
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