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“Guardians of the Bay”
Comic Book and Contest

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP) has
produced an educational comic book called
“Guardians of the Bay.” The book highlights
bay champions featured in TBEP's 2006
documentary film, “Tampa Bay: Living Leg-
acy,” and presents important lessons about
major problems facing the bay. The comic
book can be downloaded at
http://tbep.org/press/pdfs.html

In conjunction with the release of the comic
book, TBEP is sponsoring a “Guardians of the Bay” contest recogniz-
ing children’s efforts to protect and restore Tampa Bay.

The contest honors kids 8-14 years of age who implement, or have al-
ready implemented, a project in their own homes, schools, neighbor-
hoods or communities that helps to improve Tampa Bay. Entrants must
live in Hillsborough, Manatee or Pinellas counties. Projects must have
taken place between August 2006 and August 2007. The deadline for en-
tering is August 31, 2007, and winners will be announced in September.
Entry forms can be found at www.tbep.org

Bay Mini-Grants Available

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP) will once again offer small
grants of up to $7,500 for bay improvement projects proposed by citizen
groups and organizations in Hillsborough, Manatee and Pinellas coun-
ties.

A workshop to assist those interested in receiving additional instruction
to complete TBEP’s grant application will be offered on August 15, 2007
from 6-7 p.m. at the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council, Pinellas
Park. To reserve a seat, e-mail misty@tbep.org

Grant proposals are due Monday, Oct. 1, 2007 at 3 p.m.
Visit http://www.tbep.org/bayminigrants.html for more info.

“Tampa Bay:
Living Legacy”
Receives Award

TBEP's documentary
film * Tampa Bay:
Living Legacy”
received an Award of
Excellence in the 2007
Blue Pencil/Gold
Screen awatrds
competition
sponsored by the
National Association
of Government
Communicators. The
60-minute film , which
aired on local PBS sta-
tions in 2006, was pro-
duced by Public Media
Productions for TBEP.

Limited copies of the
60-minute film are still
available free from
TBEP for viewing by
school or community
groups.
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Species Set For Summer

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program is conduct-

“Intruders in Paradise” middle-school

One workshop will be held on Tuesday, June 5 at Weedon Island Pre-

serve in St. Petersburg. The second will be held Thursday, June 7 at
Palma Sola Botanical Park in Bradenton. Both workshops will run
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. To register, e-mail nanette@tbep.org

“Intruders in Paradise” was developed by The Florida Aquarium, with
funding and assistance from the Estuary Program and Florida Sea
Gtant. It features 12 classroom activities, a master vocabulary list,
web references, fact sheets, and supplemental materials.

S ® i Study Seeks to Assess Causes,
g =5y Extent of Muck Build-Up

e ® At the request of the Southwest Florida Wa-
8 ter Management District, TBEP is coordinat-
=S ing a $150,000 study to assess the sources

in Old Tampa Bay from Mobbly Bay near
Oldsmar to Cooper’s Point near the

Courtney Campbell Causeway.

Communities along the northwest shoreline of Tampa Bay first voiced con-
cerns about the thick layer of soft sediment several years ago, expressing
worries that the muck is degrading water quality and preventing seagrass
recovery in the upper bay. Their concerns led to the cooperative effort now
underway to assess the causes and extent of the problem. The study, con-
ducted by ateam from the University of South Florida and Eckerd College,
is being financed by a $95,000 contribution from SWFWMD’s Pinellas-
Anclote Basin Board, and $55,000 in matching funds from the cities of
Oldsmar, Safety Harbor and Clearwater. Pinellas County and TBEP are pro-
viding in-kind services.

A major objective of the study is to determine whether Lake Tarpon is con-
tributing to the muck build-up, through organic matter washing out of the
Outfall Canal linking Lake Tarpon to Tampa Bay. Once the sources and ex-
tent of the muck layer are known, a remediation plan can be developed.
The study is slated for completion this October.

L e .
Monitoring

Baywide Environmental
Monitoring Report

. [ BEMR) covering the
years 2002-2005, is now
available free on CD or
as a PDF download.

The BEMR provides a
condensed " state of
the bay” overview of
key indicators of the
bay’s health, including
water quality, seagrass
recovery, fisheries and
bird populations. The
document also high-
lights current research
into key issues affect-
ing Tampa Bay, as well
as innovative ap-
proaches to solving
bay problems.

Scientists from TBEP's
many government and
academic partners
contributed to the
report, which is
available through the
USGS Digital Library at
http:/lgulfsci.usgs.gov/
library/index himl

Copies are also
available on CD by
e-mailing

misty @tbep.org
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